Comparative Studies 515 
Gender, Sexuality and Religion

Fall 2006
Monday/Wednesday 9:30-11:18

Professor Erzen

433 Hagerty Hall

Email: erzen.2@osu.edu

Office hours: Tuesday 2-3pm.edu

Course Description

Religious beliefs about gender and sexuality play a vital role in America and the world, seen recently in debates over gay marriage, veiling, AIDS, and abortion.  This course covers central issues dealing with women’s experience of religion and women’s contribution to religious experience across a variety of traditions including Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Native American spirituality, and Vodou.  We will explore the way in which the intersection of gender, sexuality, and religion affects understandings, experiences, and negotiations of religious origins, personal identities, religious experiences, agency, body shapes, images and disciplines, sexuality, race relations, and fundamentalisms.  To this end, many of the readings will focus on lived religious experience and books from an ethnographic perspective. The course is deliberately cross-cultural and comparative in its scope.
Readings

Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower
Kim Gutschow,  Being a Buddhist Nun: The Struggle for Enlightenment in the Himalayas
Stephanie Wellen Levine, Mystics, Mavericks, And Merrymakers: An Intimate Journey 
Among Hasidic Girls
Carolyn Moxley Rouse, Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam
Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis
Starhawk, Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex and Politics

Arlene Stein, The Stranger Next Door 
Packet of articles available for purchase from Zip Copy at SBX bookstore
Useful Web Resources
Academic Info. Women and Religion (www.academicinfo.net/religwom.html) ADVANCED
A variety of links specific to women’s participation in the world’s major religious traditions. 

Bibliography on Women and Religion (www.nd.edu/~archives/lau_bib.html) ADVANCED
Exhaustive bibliography of all the most important books on Women and Religion. Regularly updated.

Courses: www.ovular.co.uk/events.html and www.ovular.co.uk/relgender/wworlds.html. Shan Jayran offers an online course featuring scholars Carol Christ, Susan Starr Sered, Ursula King, Daphne Hampson and others

Course Requirements

Assignments:
The assignments for this course include: six weekly reading analyses, one take-home midterm, and a final paper project on an issue of religious violence.
Six Analyses:

Each analytical paper should be approximately 700 words- absolutely no longer or shorter.  Include a word count at the end of your paper.  You may choose which weeks to submit a paper.  They are due on Mondays.
In writing the analytical papers, do not summarize the readings.  The paper should analyze an aspect of the readings that you find intriguing, commenting on it in a way that goes beyond the book, and relates it to issues we have discussed in class.   Discuss what the book is doing and how it pertains to the debates in class.   Things to consider: who is the intended audience of the readings?  What is their agenda in writing it?  What kind of intervention (political, social, cultural) do the readings make?
Take-home Midterm:  I will distribute the midterm questions one week prior to the midterm due date.

Final Paper: Students will complete a final 8-10-page paper that reflects the theme of religion, gender, and sexuality.  I will distribute a possible topic list and guidelines.

Attendance and Participation:
I expect students to be active participants in their educations. This means that each student should come to class having carefully read the assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them.  Because knowing how to articulate your ideas is a crucial part of the learning process, you will be expected, as a member of the seminar, to contribute your own unique perspective to our discussions.  

The real action of our seminar takes place in the classroom.  Therefore, it is important and expected that you will be at every class session.  Inevitably, an occasion may arise when you are unable to attend.  Out of fairness to your classmates who do attend every class, chronic lateness and/or more than one unexcused absence will detract from your participation grade.  To make up for a missed class, you may turn in a 1-page, single-spaced précis summarizing the reading for the class you missed.  Finally, if you have any special needs or concerns with this course, please feel free to talk with me in person.   

Grading:  

Attentive presence and participation in discussion: 20%

Six Weekly Reading Analyses: 30%

Take-home Mid-term Exam: 25%

Final Paper (8-10 pages) and Final Paper Presentation: 25% 

My computer crashed, and my grandma ate my homework…

All essays should be written in 12-point, double-spaced type, with standard margins, and pages numbered and stapled.  I will not accept a paper that is not stapled. All written work should be thoroughly proofread.  There are no extensions, and all assignments are marked down one-third of a letter grade for every late day.  After 3 days, if you have not turned in your paper, you will automatically receive a “0” for that paper.   No exceptions.

Student Conferences and E-mail Communication:  Please stop by office hours or schedule an appointment if necessary.  You are also welcome to email me with questions related to the course.  However, do not send any information or requests in an email that you would not discuss with me in person.  I will not answer any email I deem inappropriate.  

Student Rights and Conduct
Any student with a documented disability who may require special accommodations should identify him or herself to the instructor as early in the quarter as possible to receive effective and timely accommodations. You may also wish to contact the Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall, 292-3307). 

Students are expected to know and understand the rules regarding academic misconduct, particularly the rules regarding plagiarism, as stated in the University's Code of Student Conduct. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.  All cases of plagiarism will be treated very seriously according to the University's guidelines.

* Readings in Packet 

Course Schedule and Readings  

Week 1:  Introduction: Defining Gender, Sexuality and Religion

 Sept. 20th  Ann Taves, “Sexuality in American Religious History” (On Carmen)


Film: “The Education of Shelby Knox”
Week 2:   A Case Study for Religion, Gender and Sexuality: Abstinence


Sept. 25  Bearman, Peter, and Hannah Brückner, “Promising the Future: Abstinence Pledges 

and the Transition to First Intercourse”  American Journal of Sociology 106: 859–912


Sept. 27  Film: “The Education of Shelby Knox”

Week 3:  Apocalyptic visions of Gender, Sexuality and Religion 

Oct. 2  Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower


Oct. 4  Finish Parable of the Sower

Film: The Handmaid’s Tale
Week 4:  Gender and Sexuality in Buddhism

Oct. 9  Kim Gutschow,  Being a Buddhist Nun: The Struggle for Enlightenment in the 
Himalayas

Oct. 11 Kim Gutschow,  Being a Buddhist Nun
Film: Chasing Buddha
Week 5:  Gender and Sexuality in Islam 

Oct. 16  Carolyn Moxley Rouse, Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam


Oct. 18  Carolyn Moxley Rouse, Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam
**MIDTERM EXAM DISTRIBUTED**

Further Reading: Sonsyrea Tate, Little X: Growing Up in the Nation of Islam


Nomani, Asra Q., Standing Alone in Mecca: An American Woman’s 


Struggle for the Soul of Islam
Week 6:  Gender and Sexuality in Islam continued

Oct. 23 Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis

Oct. 25  MIDTERM EXAM DUE

Film: The Circle
Week 7:  Gender and Sexuality in Judaism  
Oct. 30 Stephanie Wellen Levine, Mystics, Mavericks, And Merrymakers: An Intimate Journey 
Among Hasidic Girls
Nov. 1 Stephanie Wellen Levine, Mystics, Mavericks, And Merrymakers

Film Clips: A Life Apart

Further Reading: Lis Harris, Holy Days: The World of a Hasidic Family


Malkah Shapiro, The Rebbe's Daughter: Memoir of a Hasidic Childhood
Week 8: Gender and Sexuality in Neo-Pagan Religions

Nov. 6 Starhawk, Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex and Politics

Nov. 8  Starhawk, Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex and Politics

Film: The World of the Goddess

FINAL PAPER PROPOSALS DUE
Week 9:  Gender and Sexuality in Evangelical Christianity

Nov. 13  Daniel Heimbach, True Sexual Morality: Recovering Biblical Standards 

For A Culture In Crisis


Film Clips: Saved

Nov. 15   Linda Kintz, “Tender Warriors,” in Castelli and Rodman, pp. 492–517.

Film clips:  Chosen Women
Week 10:  Gender and Sexuality in Evangelical Christianity cont. 


Nov. 20  Arlene Stein, The Stranger Next Door  

Nov. 22 Arlene Stein, The Stranger Next Door  

Film: Fish Can’t Fly
Week 11  

Nov. 27    Final Presentations and Wrap-Up

Nov. 29  Final Presentations and Wrap-Up
